
2026 BEEF RULES 
Shows - August 12, 2026 

Open Beef Show at 5:30 pm;  
followed by Junior Exhibitor Beef Showmanship;  

then Market Steer Show 
 

Market & Breeding Beef Rules 
 

1.​ To show in specific breed classes, animals must have breed registration papers, be 50% or 
greater of that breed, and may only be shown in one Breed division. Steer certification 
certificates will not be accepted.  

2.​ All Junior Exhibitors must participate in Set Up of the Barn Area on Thursday, August 6th at 
6:00 pm. 

3.​ During the judging and selling of the beef entries, only exhibitors and members of the Beef 
Committee or someone designated by the committee may enter the show ring or sale ring.  

4.​ The Beef Barn and the path to the show barn will be shut down to the public from 3 pm until 
the end of the Market Show on Wednesday evening.  Only committee members,  exhibitors, 
and their immediate family will be allowed in the fenced off area.  There will be no exceptions 
and after one warning; security will escort the person/people out of the barn area. 

5.​  Aerosol cans used for grooming are not permitted in show ring or make-up areas. 
6.​ Tie-out for beef cattle shall be 8:00 p.m. All trailers must be parked in designated areas.  

Trailers should not be parked along the gravel road leading in and out of the livestock barn 
area.  Tie-out is the only time your beef project should leave the beef barn area. 

7.​ During Fair Week and at the end of the week, bedding and manure shall be placed in 
designated areas.  All bedding in barns and tie outs must be cleaned out by the exhibitor 
before the end of Sunday’s fair clean up day. Failure to do so will result in a $20.00 fee to be 
withheld from the Exhibitor’s check from sale of their market project.  If a market project is not 
shown; the fee will be due before showing in the Clarke County Fair at any future date. 

 
 

Market Steer Show Rules 
 

8.​ Each junior exhibitor may show two (2) market beef entries in the Junior Beef Show, and they 
can sell both entries in the sale provided they meet sale requirements.  

9.​ The beef cattle committee will determine the classes by breed and by weight within each breed 
if necessary. Each breed will exhibit separately.  

●​ Classes will also be established for British Cross and Continental Cross entries.  
●​ Market heifers may be shown in the market beef show.  Market heifer entries must be 

spayed by a licensed veterinarian and proof of spaying must be provided to the beef 
committee before December weigh in. 

●​ Animals unacceptable because of lack of quality, lack of finish, or other defects 
including being a stag/free martin  will not be sold or processed through the fair. They 
will be ineligible for any shows and must leave the fairgrounds by Sunday evening. 



10.​All market beef entries eligible to be sold must weigh at least 900 pounds and grade select or 
better. NOTE: All market entries are graded by a USDA Inspector no later than Sunday 
evening August 9th.  The steer must leave the fairgrounds by 6:00 p.m. on the night of grading 
if it is not Select or better and weighs over 900 pounds. 

11.​All Market Show entries must be shown by a Junior Exhibitor completing a Market Beef project 
book. 

 
Breeding Beef Show Rules 

 
12.​All entries for Junior and Open Breeding Shows must be turned into the Beef Committee no 

later than July 31st.  All fees must be paid and registration papers shown on Sunday, August 
9th upon arrival to the Fairgrounds. 

13.​All Junior Breeding show exhibitors must turn in proof of their breeding project on Sunday, 
August 9th.  The project must have started no later than December 1st of the previous year.  

14.​In order to participate in the breeding show; heifers must not be registered with any breed 
association. Both straight bred and crossbred heifers are acceptable in the junior and open 
commercial beef heifer shows. 

15.​Cow-calf exhibits are not eligible for the champion female class. 
16.​All bulls born before January 1 of the year of the show must have a bull ring or nose lead in 

their nose at all times while on the fairgrounds. All bulls must be registered. 
17.​Market entries shown in the Open Market Beef Class are NOT eligible to be shown in the 

Junior Market Beef Class or sold in the Youth Livestock Sale. 
18.​To show in specific breed classes, animals must have breed registration papers, be 50% or 

greater of that breed, and may only be shown in one Breed division. 
19.​All registered heifers must meet the minimum requirements of  their breed associations. 

Registration papers for each heifer must be brought on the Sunday of the Fair and 
checked by one of the show’s chairmen and no pending registrations will be accepted.  
Any fees owed are also due at the time. 

20.​Tattoos must match registration papers.  
 
 
THESE RULES ARE INCOMPLETE WITHOUT READING THE GENERAL RULES WHICH APPLY 

TO ALL SPECIES 

 
 

 


